



SEEING YOUR LIFE THROUGH THE LENS OF THE GOSPELS
LUKE 3:15-16, 21-22
1. The people were searching and John pointed them in the direction of Jesus. On your life’s journey who have been the John the Baptist people for you, people who have pointed you in the right direction?
2.  The Baptism of Jesus was a very special moment for him that affirmed him in his identity as Son of God and in his mission. Recall the experiences that affirmed you – either in your sense of who you are, or in relation to the direction you were taking in life.
3.  The Baptism of Jesus marks a transition point in his life and the start of his public ministry.  Recall the transition points in your own life.  Where did you see the grace of God at work in those times?
4.  This experience of Jesus occurred when he was at prayer. What part has prayer played in opening you to being aware of God in your life? What part has prayer played in helping you through a transition point in your life?
John Byrne OSA.  Email john@orlagh.ie

MUSINGS: Franciscan friar and spiritual writer, Richard Rohr, offers some very challenging words to us concerning our celebration of (particularly adult) baptism.  He writes that, regrettably, we have moved away from the ancient symbolism of baptism as a ‘drowning’ rite (by full immersion) in



which the candidate ‘faced’ their own mortality before they were ready for mature adult life.  We have lost that idea of something having to ‘die’ in the candidate in order for them to be reborn to new life.  This for Rohr, is what often explains the greater sense of community ‘at the other side of the pool’ in groups like Alcoholics Anonymous than in many of our churches 
Salvador Ryan St Patrick’s College, Maynooth.
 (
Synod Prayer
God our Father.
You have called us to be your Church.
As we prepare for a Diocesan  Synod
Be with us in the power of your Spirit;
Open our ears to hear your word,
o
ur eyes to see the
 
needs of your people.
Help us to cast off our prejudice
,
t
o f
ace bravely the problems of our 
church.
Keep us unite
d in constant prayer
t
hrough Jesus Christ your Son,
a
nd 
with Mary our Mother.
So that together in mission – a time to begin again,
w
e can build our church, your people,
to be a sign of your loving saving presence
In our country and our Diocese.
)

 
















CHRISTMAS DUES: We wish to acknowledge and thank all who have returned their Christmas Offering envelopes for the Priests and the Sacristan and all who are in the process of doing so.
THE HOSPITALITY GROUP would like to thank all who helped make the Christmas function a success and a special thank you  to Eavan Callaghan who kindly knit and donated the Crib for the Christmas draw…. and a  very  special thank  you to SANTA.
NOTE: the cuppa and chat will resume again on Wednesday 13 January after the 10.00 a.m. Mass.

ST JOSEPH’S YOUNG PRIESTS’ SOCIETY January meeting will be held on  Tuesday 12 January  after 10.00 a.m. Mass.

THE PAR BRIDGE CLUB is opening its doors to new members in January.  The club meets every Wednesday and Friday from 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. in Árdscoil Rís.  New members are welcome at all levels (Novice, Intermediate and Advanced) with coaching and support being provided for novice members on Wednesday evenings.
Contact Maria – 061 451291 or Alice – 087 6779319 for details.

PARISH WEBSITE: 
www.ourladyoftherosaryparishlimerick.ie
At the AGM of the Parish Council the Chairperson thanked all those involved in the maintenance of the website.  Our Parish website continues to develop. Take some time to browse the site.  The website has the details and the contact person of many of the parish groups.  There is information on the history of the Parish, the Diocesan Synod, Youth Ministry, the Mass times in the cluster parishes and much more on the website.  

REFLECTION:Think positive, encouraging, uplifting thoughts, and the negative will soon disappear.
	Parish Website
www.ourladyoftherosaryparishlimerick.ie

Fr. William Walsh P.P.  Tel:  453026 
Fr. Tom. Ryan C.C.        Tel: 087 2997733
Parish Clerk: Margaret Clifford at Church Sacristy   Tel:  325288
Office Hours:  09:00-09:45  Weekdays
          17:00-17:30  Mon & Tue 
          09:00- 12.30   Sunday
Mass Times
Weekends: 
Saturday Vigil     18:00
Sunday                10:00;  11:30
Weekdays:                        
Mon. to Fri.        10:00 ; Saturday    9:45
Mon and Tues  17:45
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 Monday          18:15-19:00
 Friday              10:30-17:30
Meditation:     Monday  19:00 – 19:45
Baptisms:         Saturday 17:00
                           Sunday    12:15



MASS INTENTIONS 
	Sat 9th 
	18:00
	Vincent, Ursula & Barry O’Callaghan (A)

	Sun 10th 
	10:00
11:30
	Liam Shanahan (A)
Brenda Fitzgerald (A)
Nuala McElligot (A)

	Mon 11th     

	10:00
17:45
	Purgatorial Society 
Aidan Boucher (A)

	Tues 12th 
	10:00
17:45
	Bruce Savage (Rec. Dec.)
Purgatorial Society  

	Wed 13th 
	10:00
	Bernard Eivers (A)

	Thur 14th 
	10:00
	Special Intention

	Fri 15th 
	10:00
	Special Intention

	Sat 16th 
	09:45
10:15

18:00
	Dec.  Mem.  of the Colbert Family 
Martina Kelly (Rec.Dec.) - late of Shannonville and Aer Lingus 
Gordon Holmes (A)
Paddy Quilligan (A)

	Sun 17th  
	10:00

11:30
	Bob & Nuala Holmes (A)
Michael, Willie & Bridie Ryan (A)
Bernie & Jim O’Gorman (A)
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